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Abstract 

In this paper, the distribution of the Chersotis species from Iran are listed. Original data and published data by 

the author have been used as well. 
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Introduction 

This genus belonging to subfamily Noctuinae of 

family Noctuidae of Lepidoptera. Boisduval (1840) 

described this genus based on the typical species C. 

rectangula (Denis & Schiffermüller, 1775). The first 

time, Iranian Chersotis (Ch. capnistis (Lederer) was 

described by Lederer (1872) from north of Iran. lately, 

other experts illustrated and described more taxa of 

this genus in Iran e.g (Schwingenschuss, 1937, 

Brandt, 1938, Brandt, 1941, Sheljuzhko, 1955, Dufay 

and Varga, 1995, Gyulai and Varga, 2006, Hacker 

1990; Hacker and Meineke 2001; Ebert and Hacker 

2002).  The species of this genus live mostly in 

xerothermophilic habitats. They hibernate mostly as 

larvae. Chersotis species feed various species from the 

genera Vicia, Trifolium, Plantago, Galium, Asperula, 

Cirsium etc. This paper contains 25 species of the 

genus Chersotis Boisduval, 1840 in Iran as well as the 

distribution in Iran΄s provinces.  

 

Material and method  

Materials of Chersotis were collected by portable light 

trap systems (powered by batteries 12 volt 8 watt 

Black light UVB tubes) in Iran (specially south and 

southeast). Genitalia of both sexes were erected and 

stain in eosin yellowish and mounted in 

canadabalzam. Genitalia of the collected specimens 

were prepared for the study according to the method 

cited in Fibiger (1997) with little changes. 

 

Fig 1. The map shows provinces of Iran.  

 

Genus: Chersotis Boisduval, 1840 

Chersotis Boisduval, 1840, Genera Index Meth Eur. 

Lepid.: 103. Type species: Noctua rectangular [Denis 

& Schiffermuller], 1775. L. t.: Austria, Vienna district. 

 

Chersotis anachoreta forsteri Sheljuzhko, 

1955 

Chersotis anachoreta forsteri, Sheljuzhko, 1955, Mitt. 

Munch. Ent. Ges. 45: 277. L. t.: Elburz Mountains. 

Distribution: Elburz Mountains (Holik & 

Sheljuzhko, 1955). 

 

Chersotis firdussi Schwingenschuss, 1937 

Chersotis firdussi Schwingenschuss, 1937, Z. Oster. 

Ent. Ver. 22: 58. L. t. Elburz Mountains.  

 

Distribution: Tehran (Schwingenschuss, 1937), 

Lorestan, Khorasan, Fars (Ebert & Hacker, 2002) 
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Chersotis alpestris ponticola (Draudt, 1936) 

Rhyacia alpestris ponticola Draudt, 1936, Ent. 

Rdsch. 53: 469. L. t.: Turkey, Aksehir, Sultan Dagh. 

 

Distribution: Mazandaran, Tehran, Lorestan, 

Khorasan (Ebert & Hacker, 2002). 

 

Chersotis multangula subdissoluta (F. 

Wagner, 1931) 

Agrotis multangula subdissoluta F. Wagner, 1931, 

Int. Ent. Z. Guben 24: 474. L. t.: Turket, Aksehir. 

 

Distribution: Tehran, Lorestan(Ebert & Hacker, 

2002). 

 

Chersotis semna (Pungeler, 1906) 

Agrotis semna Pungeler, 1906, Dt. Ent. Z. Iris. 19: 

85. L. t.: Aschabad. 

 

Distribution: Gilan, Fars, Lorestan (Ebert & 

Hacker, 2002), 

Sistan va Balouchestan. 

 

Chersotis juvenis (Staudinger, 1901) 

Agrotis juvenis Staudinger, 1901, Cat. Lep. Palaearkt. 

Faunengeb. 1: 141. L.t.: Turkey, Taurus, Zeytun. 

(Synonym: caelebs Staudinger, 1900; clarivenosa 

Draudt, 1936) 

 

Distribution: Tehran, Kordestan, Lorestan (Ebert & 

Hacker, 2002). 

 

Chersotis binaloudi Brandt, 1941 

Chersotis binaloudi Brandt, 1941, Mitt. Munch. Ent. 

Ges 31: 845. L. t.: Iran, Khorasan. 

 

Distribution: Khorasan (Brandt, 1941), Fars. 

 

Chersotis hahni (Christoph, 1885) 

Agrotis hahni Christoph, 1885, In Romanoff Mem. 

Lep. 2: 33. L.t.: Nordpersien, Schahkuh, Russ. 

Armenien, Ordubad. 

 

Distribution: Tehran (Ebert & Hacker, 2002), Fars, 

Sistan va Balouchestan. 

 

Chersotis nitens Brandt, 1941 

Chersotis nitens Brandt, 1941, Mitt. Munch. Ent. Ges. 

31: 845. L. t.: Iran, Khorasan. 

 

Distribution: Khorasan (Brandt, 1941). 

 

Chersotis capnistis (Lederer, 1872) 

Agrotis capnistis Lederer, 1872, Horae Soc. Ent. 

Ross. 8: 14. L. t.: Iran, Astrabad. 

(Synonym: Agrotis neara Pungeler, 1906) 

 

Distribution: Golestan(Lederer, 1872), Tehran 

(Ebert & Hacker, 2002), Fars. 

 

Chersotis margaritacea (Villers, 1789) 

Noctua margaritacea Villers, 1789, Linn. Ent. 2: 272. 

L. t.: France, Lyon. 

(Synonyms:i-intactum Hubner [1803]; f. dequadrata 

Dannehl, 1929; f. pura Dannehl, 1929 ; f. signata F. 

Wagner, 1932; f. abruzzensis Corti & Draudt, 1933; 

espunensis Calle, 1982) 

 

Distribution: Gilan (Ebert & Hacker, 2002). 

 

Chersotis sterilis (Brandt, 1938) 

Agrotis sterilis Brandt, 1938, Ent. Rdsch. 55: 503. L. 

t.: Iran, Fars. 

 

Distribution: Fars (Brandt, 1938), Kerman. 

 

Chersotis cryptographa Varga & Gyulai, 2002 

Chersotis cryptographa Varga & Gyulai, 2002, 

Esperiana 8: 215. L. t.: Iran, Kohkiluyeh va Boyer-

Ahmad. 

 

Distribution: Kohkiluyeh va Boyer-Ahmad (Varga & 

Gyulai, 2002). 

 

Chersotis ebertorum Kokak, 1980 

Chersotis ebertorum Kokak, 1980, Nota. Lepid. 2: 

144. L. t.: Turkey, Maras. 
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(Synonym: maraschi Corti et Draudt, 1933) 

 

Distribution: Sistan va Balouchestan. 

 

Chersotis elegans (Eversmann, 1837) 

Agrotis elegans Eversmann, 1837, Bull. Soc. Imp. 

Nat. Moscow 1837: 33. L. t.: Russia, Sarepta. 

(Synonyms: grammiptera Rambur, 1839; cancellata 

Freyer, 1839; ragonensis Schwingenschuss, 1962) 

 

Distribution: North of Iran (Hacker, 1990). 

 

Chersotis eberti Dufay & Varga, 1995 

Chersotis eberti Dufay & Varga, 1995, Acta Zoologica 

Hungarica 41(1): 35. L. t.: Iran, Fars. 

 

Distribution: Tehran, Lorestan, Fars (Ebert & 

Hacker, 2002). 

 

Chersotis anatolica (Draudt, 1936) 

Rhyacia elegans ssp. anatolica Draudt, 1936, Ent. 

Rdsch. 53: 469. L. t.: Turkey, Aksehir, Sultan Dagh. 

(Synonyms: elegantula Boursin, 1945; elegans sensu 

Dufay, 1981; iranica Schwingenschuss, 1955; 

majellensis Dannehl (nomen nodum)) 

 

Distribution: Tehran, Lorestan (Ebert & Hacker, 

2002). 

 

Chersotis larixia erebina (Boursin, 1940) 

Rhyacia larixia erebina Boursin, 1940, Mitt. Munch. 

Ent. Ges 30: 495. L. t.: Daghestan. 

 

Distribution: Tehran, Mazandaran, Khorasan 

(Ebert & Hacker, 2002). 

 

Chersotis gratissima gratissima (Corti, 1932) 

Agrotiss gratissima Corti, 1932, Int. Ent. Z. 26: 152. 

L. t.: Turkey, Aksehir. 

 

Distribution: Markazi (Ebert & Hacker, 2002). 

 

 

Chersotis gratissima zaghros Gyulai & Varga, 

2006 

Chersotis gratissima zaghros Gyulai & Varga, 2006, 

Esperiana 12: 271. L. t.: Iran, Kohkiluyeh va Boyer-

Ahmad, Esfahan. 

 

Distribution: Kohkiluyeh va Boyer-Ahmad, Esfahan 

(Gyulai & Varga, 2006). 

 

Chersotis fimbriola raddei (Christoph, 1877) 

Agrotis raddei Christophe, 1877, Horae. Soc. Ent. 

Ross. 12: 246. L. t.: Iran, Shahkouh. 

 

Distribution: Golestan (Christoph, 1877), 

Tehran, Zanjan, Azarbayjan-e-Gharbi, Lorestan, 

Kordestan(Ebert & Hacker, 2002), Fars. 

 

Chersotis laeta euxinia Hacker & Varga, 1990 

Chersotis laeta euxinia Hacker & Varga, 1990, 

Spixiana, 13: 

 

Distribution: Tehran, Fars. 

 

Chersotis illauta (Draudt, 1936) 

Agrotis illauta Draudt, 1936, Ent. Rdsch. 53: 465. L. 

t.: Turkey, Sultan Dagh, Maras. 

 

Distribution: Tehran (Ebert & Hacker, 2002), Fars  

 

Chersotis glebosa (Staudinger, 1900) 

Agrotis glebosa Staudinger, 1900, Dt. Ent. Z. Iris. 12: 

359. L. t.: Turkey, Zeitun. 

 

Distribution: Tehran (Ebert & Hacker, 2002). 

 

Chersotis sarhada Brandt, 1941 

Chersotis sarhada Brandt, 1941, Mitt. Munch. Ent. 

Ges. 31: 845. L. t.: Iran, Khorasan, Balouchestan. 

 

Distribution: Khorasan, Sistan va Balouchestan 

(Brandt, 1941), Azarbayjan-e-Gharbi. 
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Chersotis curvispina Boursin, 1961 

Chersotis curvispina Boursin, 1961, Beitr. Naturk. 

Forsch. SW-Deutschl. 19: 373. L. t.: Kopet-Dagh (S 

Turkmenistan). 

 

Distribution: Khorasan-e-Razavi (Rabieh, et al., 

2013) 
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